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Recreation

Dear Community Sport Group,

As you are aware, York Region Public Health has the governing authority to develop
policies and mandates that apply across the Regional Municipality of York.

Yesterday morning, York Region Public Health issued a Letter of Instruction for Sports
Facilities, which we forwarded to you.

It stated:

“Effective 12:01 AM on Friday, October 1, 2021, the instructions to persons responsible
for facilities where organized sports are played and/or practiced:

e Require each person, age 12 years and older, at the point of entry, who attends
the indoor area of the facility for the purpose of (a) actively participating in
organized sports, (b) coaching, officiating at organized sports or volunteering or
(c) spectating at organized sports to provide identification and proof of being fully
vaccinated against COVID-19 or a valid medical exemption

e Comply with all other requirements under the Reopening Ontario Act and its
regulations that apply to the facility”

Based on what we advised yesterday, we are able to provide the following update.

As you are aware, the City of Markham had already established a timeline of October
31st that required everyone 12 years of age and older to be fully vaccinated in order to
enter a City of Markham indoor recreation facility. The Regional Municipality of York
has chosen to apply the same 12+ requirement, but on a much shorter deadline, by this
Friday.

The City of Markham respects and supports the Letter of Instruction by York Region that
will require those aged 12-17, coaches/volunteers/officials and all spectators to be fully


https://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/newsroom/news/letterofinstructionforsportsfacilities/!ut/p/z1/tZhNU-JAEIZ_yx48pqbnKzMcY9R8IOCiouRihZDI7EKCYdT13-_gxXJdiJY0FwhJnul5uql6CcnILcnq_Mnc59Y0db50x9PMv2NM-DENIY3OegqSyWU8lJGkcMbIzfsLIB5pSM7UhTzRMYU-I9me-6lPJiQj2bowczKlPT6TJet5SinwBOfa6zGZe5KVlaiKSjPpb68uaru2CzJ9ae-KprZlbY_gpWl_u4ONNfbx9Yt8uazL580RLEtry7apjDvZPhbbfVVNu1k3rd1UeWGWxppy8-8-PhaafcYD7HgF0OXhpkt0th-fvl_gYx9cJ1k7CAf3TnduF55xGsjt1pFbO-vCZ134qatf7aw_FeTmyZTP5Lpu2pWbq8u3tpc6n-keSI9KrT0xV8LrFcC8MpcAvpz7szkjMXSt4H9zhQ68RMVzwMXjyuEcFX-MK-eY4eIpLh7X_Rh37se47sfqsHiYnAiHH8R0OOpTPTpMa5UOgziI4AKurhX8PFVC--eDi3Pp41bPUfECcPEUF89Q8f3DyEkTCGnQd3PPTzkELAn1MU_1UOFWL3Anp3-Y6pMgSuLYyRkJHboMMwpSpjSEyHJC3LkPv1t92pVEXVA0vx4essAl7W28_mPJ7d6ovWhW5RFsk2TbNKu3T3si5-vpvRt9zdS7NvqpfwodeIqL56j4ocDF48oZKlT8BFfOxMfFS1w8qvsIBC7ex8Wj_mqjCDDxmh0GvyuODjlu9QwXT3HxuHIS3MlJcOUEuK0NkOXgtjb4Lj7tejT55UD31Wen_895n7x5vbpeaf5ijJfN_LF-vqoW96u7wSmXB3-zcibx2NPgx1-Kpe1d/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/#.YVXH8mhKg2x
https://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/newsroom/news/letterofinstructionforsportsfacilities/!ut/p/z1/tZhNU-JAEIZ_yx48pqbnKzMcY9R8IOCiouRihZDI7EKCYdT13-_gxXJdiJY0FwhJnul5uql6CcnILcnq_Mnc59Y0db50x9PMv2NM-DENIY3OegqSyWU8lJGkcMbIzfsLIB5pSM7UhTzRMYU-I9me-6lPJiQj2bowczKlPT6TJet5SinwBOfa6zGZe5KVlaiKSjPpb68uaru2CzJ9ae-KprZlbY_gpWl_u4ONNfbx9Yt8uazL580RLEtry7apjDvZPhbbfVVNu1k3rd1UeWGWxppy8-8-PhaafcYD7HgF0OXhpkt0th-fvl_gYx9cJ1k7CAf3TnduF55xGsjt1pFbO-vCZ134qatf7aw_FeTmyZTP5Lpu2pWbq8u3tpc6n-keSI9KrT0xV8LrFcC8MpcAvpz7szkjMXSt4H9zhQ68RMVzwMXjyuEcFX-MK-eY4eIpLh7X_Rh37se47sfqsHiYnAiHH8R0OOpTPTpMa5UOgziI4AKurhX8PFVC--eDi3Pp41bPUfECcPEUF89Q8f3DyEkTCGnQd3PPTzkELAn1MU_1UOFWL3Anp3-Y6pMgSuLYyRkJHboMMwpSpjSEyHJC3LkPv1t92pVEXVA0vx4essAl7W28_mPJ7d6ovWhW5RFsk2TbNKu3T3si5-vpvRt9zdS7NvqpfwodeIqL56j4ocDF48oZKlT8BFfOxMfFS1w8qvsIBC7ex8Wj_mqjCDDxmh0GvyuODjlu9QwXT3HxuHIS3MlJcOUEuK0NkOXgtjb4Lj7tejT55UD31Wen_895n7x5vbpeaf5ijJfN_LF-vqoW96u7wSmXB3-zcibx2NPgx1-Kpe1d/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/#.YVXH8mhKg2x
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/20r17

vaccinated in order to participate in organized sport as a necessary and fair approach to
limiting the spread of COVID-19.

Due to operational considerations, the City of Markham will request compliance of the
public as of October 1, 2021, but full enforcement will not take place until October 31,
2021.

As a result, at this time, youth athletes between the ages of 12 to 17, that are
participating in organized sports governed by a recognized Provincial or National Sport
Organization, that are able to provide proof that they have received at least one dose of
a COVID-19 vaccine will continue to be allowed access until October 31, 2021. As of
November 1, 2021 youth athletes unable to provide proof of full vaccination or medical
exemption will not be permitted.

As we continue to navigate the challenges of COVID-19, we understand the fatigue and
frustration felt by everyone. It is important that we continue working together to ensure
the safety of our participants and staff. Your health and safety is our number one
priority.

It would be appreciated if you could share with your parents and participants the
importance of working with our staff team and develop an understanding that our staff
must enforce public health regulations, and have no ability to change them. Please
encourage your parents and participants to be respectful of this difficult position, and to
address their concerns or disagreements with myself.

Sincerely,

Mary Creighton

Director, Recreation Services
City of Markham
mcreighton@markham.ca
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